ITS	THE   GREAT   REHEARSAL
legislatures In order "to be submitted to a convention of Dele-
gates chosen in each state by the people thereof in conformity
to the resolves of the Convention made and provided in that
case."
Copies of the Constitution went out to the states from Con-
gress,, by post road and packet boat, to take its chances with the
states and their conventions. In the meantime, it reached the -
people through newspapers, pamphlets, and a quick outburst of
discussion, First printed for the public in Dunlap and Claypoole's
Pennsylvania Packet of September 19, the Constitution was re-
printed as fast as printers could get their hands on it, The Con-
vention delegates sent copies to their correspondents every-
where, Franklin particularly to friends in England, France, and
Italy. Franklin, Washington, Madison, and probably others, sent
copies to Jefferson. The friends of the Constitution unmistakably
hoped to make more friends for it as soon as possible.
Its enemies were no less enterprising. Mason on October 4
published his objections in the Packet in Philadelphia, and three
days later sent a copy to Washington. Randolph on the I0th
wrote at length to the Virginia House of Delegates, explaining
why he had refused to sign the Constitution, and still insisting
that it ought to be referred by the states to a second Convention,
On the 18th Gerry furnished the Massachusetts legislature with
a statement of his reasons—a new set in this case—for not signing.
On the whole the three were temperate in their language, and
they did not agree on what were the defects of the Constitution;
but they were convinced that unless it could be amended at once
it must be a threat to the liberties of America. Their strategy was
to delay adoption. If the Constitution "be found good after ma-
ture deliberation," Lee wrote in a public letter to Randolph on
the 16th, "adopt it: if wrong, amend it at all events: for to say,
as many do, that a bad government must be established, for fear
of anarchy, is really saying, that we must kill ourselves, for fear
of dying/'
These were arguments bound to win the approval of cautious
men, who needed time in which to readjust their political con-
ceptions. Here was a new government with a President who had
powers never exercised by any executive in the United States
since they rid themselves of a king. Might not the President be-
come himself a king, as the opposition said he was sure to? The

